
The goal of accreditation is to ensure 

that education provided by institutions 

of higher education meets acceptable 

levels of quality. 

Present—March 2016 

Prepare Assurance Argument and 

Work Plans 

 

 

April 2016 

On-site comprehensive evaluation vis-

it for candidacy 

 

 

May-July 2016 

Hearing 

President, Chief Academic Officer, 

Board of Regents Chairperson travel 

to Chicago 

 

 

Await decision 

 

Period of Candidacy prior to full  

accreditation is typically four years 

 

 

    A Great Place to Start! 

 Timeline to Candidacy    Red Lake Nation College 

For more information about 

the accreditation process 

and the Higher Learning 

Commission, please visit 

the following website: 

http://www.hlcommission.org/ 
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Accrediting Agencies 

Regional accrediting agencies establish  

evaluation criteria and make site visits to  

determine whether or not an institution meets 

those criteria.  Red Lake Nation College is  

currently seeking candidacy for accreditation 

through the Higher Learning Commission. 

 

Steps of the Accreditation  

Process 

1. Preparation and assurance argument.  The 

college seeking accreditation status       

prepares materials that document the    

institution’s accomplishments.  The college 

must also compile an extensive assurance 

argument of its achievements according to 

the standards set by the accrediting     

agency. 

2. Site visit and evaluation.  A team of evalua-

tors, appointed by the accrediting agency, 

visits the college.  This team spends two 

days  on campus,  in te rv iew ing                  

administrators, faculty, staff, and students, 

as well as the Board of Regents, Tribal 

Council and community members.  The 

team also reviews academic documents, 

financial records, student enrollment     

patterns, governance structures, etc. 

3. Action taken by accrediting organization. 

Following an intensive review of the college, 

the site-visit team makes their                

recommendation to the accrediting agency.   

Accreditation 

    Members of this agency spend several 

weeks reviewing the report of the visiting 

evaluators before scheduling a meeting with 

the College’s President, the Chief Academic 

Officer, and the Chair of the Board of        

Regents.  These three representatives of the 

College are then asked further questions 

about their institution, and candidacy is   

either granted or denied. 

4. Continuous review.  By accepting candidacy 

status, a college agrees to meet all of the 

criterion for accreditation within four years of 

acceptance and frequent review by the     

accrediting agency. 

 

Benefits of Accreditation 

 Quality Education.  Accreditation status 

will indicate that RLNC meets the same    

standards of quality as other accredited 

colleges and universities, in terms of    

faculty, curriculum, administration,       

libraries, financial well-being, and student 

services. 

 Financial Aid Opportunities.  Federal and 

state financial aid is available only to    

students who enroll at an accredited    

college or university. 

 Transfer of Credits.  Most colleges and 

universities will not accept transfer credits 

from an institution that is not accredited.  

Upon gaining accreditation status, RLNC 

graduates who wish to pursue a four-year 

degree will be able to transfer their credits 

to other accredited colleges and            

universities. 

Repercussions of Failing to         

Acquire Accreditation 

 Loss of financial aid for students.          

Financial aid, such as the PELL grant, MN 

State funding, and scholarships, are    

available only to students enrolled in an 

accredited institution of higher education. 

 Loss of state and federal grants.  Most 

grant agencies, as well as other donors, 

require that recipient institutions be     

accredited.  For RLNC, the failure to      

acquire accreditation status would result 

in loss of funding from such agencies as 

the BIA, the National Science Foundation, 

TRIO, USDA, Diabetes Education in Tribal 

Colleges (DETS), American Indian College 

Fund, various construction grants, etc. 

 Declining student enrollments and loss of 

faculty/staff.  Because RLNC is heavily 

dependent upon grants for maintaining 

the operations of the institution, the      

majority of the College’s students would 

be financially unable to pursue an         

education, and the College would not be 

able to pay its employees. 

 Inability to articulate with other accredited 

institutions.  RLNC graduates could no 

longer transfer their credits to another 

institution. 

 A failed tribal college.  Without funding, 

students, or qualified employees, RLNC 

could not function, and the Band would 

lose its only institution of higher education. 


