
Short-Answer Written Essay Rubric

Poor Fair Good Excellent

Possible 

Points

Points 

Given Comments

CONTENT Unacceptable

Does not meet 

expectations

Meets 

expectations

Exceeds 

expectations 5

Answers the question(s) 0 2 4 5

Shows knowledge of the subject 0 2 4 5
Includes examples or details to back 

up the response 0 2 4 5
Shows critical thinking and/or creative 

analysis 0 2 4 5  

STRUCTURE Unacceptable Multiple errors Minimal errors No errors 

Uses complete sentences; correct 

grammar, spelling & punctuation 0 2 4 5


